
So what is a mammal?  
Do you know?

An animal is a mammal if . . .
• as a baby, it drinks milk from its mother;
• it has fur or hair. (The hair can be all  
over its body or just a little on one part 
of the body.)

In addition, all mammals . . .
• breathe air;
• look like their parents as babies  
(in an approximate sort of way);

• are warm-blooded.  
(That means 
they make their 
own body heat, 
so their bodies’ 
temperature 
always stays about 
the same.)

And most mammals . . .
• grow inside their mothers’ bodies;
• are born live. (Just a few mammals lay eggs.)
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